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obligated in FY 1971 were LEAA, $639,815, and Air
Force, $223,330.

Interdicting Illegal Imports

Support and assistance are provided to the Bureau of
Customs, Department of the Treasury, in making pro-
departure or preshipment customs inspection of Depart-
ment of Defense personnel, mail, cargo, and carriers in
overseas areas, Additional support personnel arc now
being provided on a priority basis at U.S. ports of entry
to interdict the flow of contraband, including drugs, into
the country from Southeast Asia through military chan-
nels. Surveillance aircraft, detection systems, and sensors
along with the necessaiy support of this equipment are
being provided to help the Bureau of Customs detect
and track aircraft and ground movement of personnel
and equipment engaged in smuggling operations.

Pursuant to the provisions of 19 U.S.G, 1401 (i) and
by mutual agreement between the Department of De-
fense and the Department of the Treasury, the Com-
missioner of Customs designates military personnel to
serve as Customs Inspectors (Excepted) without addi-
tional compensation. Such personnel are authorized to
perform the normal duties of a customs inspector.

Background. Historically, the Bureau of Customs has de-
pended upon the efficiency and integrity of the military
departments to perform predeparture or preshipment cus-
toms inspection, with only spot checks by the Bureau of
Customs to enforce the revenue and contraband laws
of the United States. Mutually developed policies and

procedures are published and implemented on a world
wide basis, and the provisions thereof are mutuall
enforced.

Traditionally, military Customs Inspectors (Exccptcd
provide extensive assistance to the Bureau of Custom
in the customs clearance of Department of Defense per
sonnel at special foreign clearance bases located in tin
United States. This inspection is performed upon tin
arrival of an organizational aircraft (as opposed to mil!
tary airlift aircraft) which operates in overseas areas
and returns to its home base or to a port of arrival othei
than a normal customs port of entry,

It is established Department of Defense policy to co.
operate with all investigative agencies and to provide
criminal investigative personnel support to investigate
violations of regulations of the Bureau of Customs and
of the United States Postal Service (USPS) when juris-
diction is relinquished to military authorities by Bureau
of Customs or USPS officials, Bureau of Customs pro-
cedures provide that the military services will be notified
when contraband, prohibited items and Federal Govern-
ment property have been seized or arc in Bureau of Cus-
toms custody under questionable circnmstnnccs, in order
to ascertain, through appropriate military channels, if
theft or violation of import requirements is involved.
Upon receipt of this advice from the Bureau of Customs,
a criminal investigation is initiated.

Criminal investigations. Military criminal investigators
conduct investigations of offenses involving contraband,
weapons, explosives, ammunition, items of Federal fJov-
eminent property valued in excess of $50.00, and prop-
erty of a value less than $50.00 if the properly is sensitive
in nature, Military policemen investigate incidents involv-
ing small quantities of small arms ammunition, oi'gmiizn-
tional clothing (except where the value exceeds $50.00),
and items of Federal Government properly, except sensi-
tive items, valued at $50.00 or less. Criminal investigative
units located nearest to the facility where packages dis-
patched by service personnel receiver customs inspection,
maintain liaison with Bureau of Customs and USPS rep-
resentatives, and initiate criminal investigations when
required.

War trophies, In addition, the military services have tra-
ditionally established the policy and requirements for the
possession and retention of war trophies and war Irophy
firearms, and have controlled and enforced the inlrocUic-
tion of such items into the United .States. Prior lo and
subsequent to the enactment of the Gun Control Act of
1968, policies and procedures for entry into the Untied
States of firearms by Department of Defense personnel
were mutually developed and enforced by (he Depart-
ment of Defense and the Department of the Treasury.

Drug study. In April 1971, a congressional study mission
from the House of Representatives Committee on Foreign
Affairs visited Southeast Asia to review the drug problem.
The study mission determined that 98 percent pure- heroin
was easily available in Southeast Asia. As a result of this
visit, the Commissioner of Customs initiated an intensified
inspection program to reduce the entry of drugs and
other contraband items into the United States through
military channels.

On May 3, 1971, instructions were issued to all
Regional Commissioners of Customs to implement
intensified inspection of all Department of Defense per-
sonnel, their personal property, mail, Department of Dc-
iense-sponsored cargo, ships, and aircraft (including
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